Charcot arthropathy. An often overlooked complication of diabetes mellitus.
Charcot's arthropathy is a rare complication of diabetes that can result in significant morbidity. It may have a similar presentation to cellulitis, which often delays its recognition. While the pathogenesis remains unclear, timely diagnosis and treatment can help prevent the deformities associated with the late stages. It is important for physicians to recognize this complication early and use a team approach that includes an experienced orthopedic surgeon and/or podiatrist. We present a case and review the presentation, diagnosis and treatment of Charcot's arthropathy.